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BRIEF TALES AND GOSSIP

————

Stories and Upinions Picked Up in the

By-Ways of Indianapolis.

How an Enterprising Real-Estate Agent Got
the Better of a Hackman—A Chriitmas
Dream—MNonument Controversy.

e ——

In this wide-awake, busy, pushing world
it is not often that an American citizen gets
the best of & hackman, but Mr. George A.
Boeckling. the real estate man, thinks he

" did opne night not long ago. On this
occasion a gentleman from ont of
town was visiting him, ana he de-

sired to show him every courtesy, and
fncidentally the beanties of certain prop-

erty whieh he had constructed in the
porth pars of town. 5o on the even-

fng in question he ordered a back
for the use of himself and friend, and told

the Jehu to drive np to a oertain street,
then cross over and drive baok up another
street, where the property he wished to
show was located. When this order was

given to the driver, however, he refused to
follow it our, being willing only to take
the shortest course. Mr. Boeckling at once
beoame eéxasperated, and irately exciaimed:

“Yonu are disgharged. I hired this haeck
for a certain time, but you cannot drnive it,
Get down, and I will drive myself.”

In this way the hackman was persnaded
to relinquish bhis hack and Mr. Beckling
mounted the box and drove on leaving the
hackman to bhis own retlections under the
sbade of a tree through the leaves of which
the gentle rain trickled. After driving
bis guest aronnd and showing bim what he
bad mapped ont, the improvised Jehn
hitehed the team near his own residenece,
a mile from the, center of town
end telephoned to the stable that it

negro suddeniy oame face to face with him
us he stood, hatehet in hand, about to nail
up a box. The brother came near having to
tight for bis life. The negro
thought that it was the atudent, and that
be had at last been seut for. Grasping the
batehet in one hand, and doablhing up his
fist. he prepared tofight to the bitter end,
and it was only with the greatest difliculty
that matters were explained to him.

It is related that n; Irish parishioner in
s Catholie Church, before the days of
natural gas, incurred the displeasure of the
priest. The cowled minister announced
that forty tons of coal would be needed

for the winter, and urged that each contrib-
ute spmething toward the expense. Bat
the parishioper m view shook @it bead
when the box was pushed under his nose.
The hoiy man in the pulpit did oot like the
act, and the next day took the man to task.

“Patrick,” said be, “l did not hike the
way yon acted yesterday at mass Why
did yon not contribute! You know we
have to bay coal.”

“Yis, your riverence,” answered Pat

“flow much did yez say would*be needed!”

“Forty tons, Pat.”

“Ah, your riverence, I’'m on to the racket.
Don’t yez think that I know the chuareh is
heated by steam?”

Attorney Smith, of Rushville, is a eynie
as far as regards mnewspaper varscity.

“Now take the Norris case in your Marion
county courts & few weeks ago,” said he.
“The old man, you remember, came to Indi-
anapolis to be treated for caneer, and mar-

ried the'Crawford girl. There was a disa-
greement and a wrangle over proveriy
matters, then a separation and adivores,
The afiair made a good story, if told aocori.
ing to facts, and was not improved by mis-
statements. In the Sentinel account
eounted nine variations from the truth, and
s Cincinpat: paper had twenty-one.” They
made him out a grandfather, whereas he
was an old bachelor when he was married.
The variations from the facts, to those who
knew the case, were rather amusing.”
__.I—.

They w'ore falking of cards, he and she

HE WILL BE

UNCLE SAM:

BACK IN '96. :

*] guess that small boy wishes that the man who left that

animal with him would hurry back.”—New York Press.

=

'wu there, but his instructions were that
under no circamatances was the driver who
started out with it to be sent after it. The
Jiveryman, who, by the way, was Lee
Holtzman, was very wgoth when he heard
what his man had done,"but when, a short
time later, that individual dragged himself
in and related that his hack had been taken
away from him the stony beart warmed up
and a reprimand was given, instead of the
discharge toat had previously been decided
upon.

Ed Ruompler, privats secrstary to the
general manager of the P. & E. railroad,
tells this story of a dream that lately vis-
fted him: ‘4 was not feeling very well,
and retired early, almost immediately fall-
ing to sleep. Soon after it seemed I was
accosted by s man who was very large,
very fat, and very famillar. He had a

hage yellow nose, that hangdown between

bis eyes like & npear ¢ wanted me
to Y certain wheelbarrow,
that ba{mnd. he said, to his wife.
1 assa him I had no use for it, but he
said: *Youn don't understana me; 1 want
you to bay it for your wife—Christmas
present!’ At the cumclusion of this explan-
ation he jabbed my ear with bis nose, that
waseso oold I shivered. 1 told him to stand
» little way from slre phone and talk., but
be would not, and kept his nose 10 my ear
while he jabbered on about Christmas and
the wheelbarrow. 1 remembergaspiug oat
that ] bad no wife as 1 struggled to free
myself from the mooster, when I woke up.
sSome of the boys had dropped the cake of
soap betwsen my pillows, one end of which
was in my earn” :

“Thediscussion nn}djng the dishonoring
or debasing the soldiers’ monument from
tha original and modern design or purpose
whieh broaght it into existence so svcoess-
fully sccomplished by the fastening upon
it of the Mexican-date figures will not
gdown, and properly so,” said Dr. W. B.
Clark. “If she desire was to go back of
the modern records and search antiquity
this should bhave been done earlier, es-
peolially in regard to the shape of the trib-

ute 1tself, and then an artistio conforming
to the proprieties created by the msthetic
sdvance of the world would have resulted
in our mopument being af arch. All the
pther criticisms and wrangles I have
Jeen Aare a8 nothing compared
to this one point. The monument or shafs
was among theancients mmmply & svymbol of
the male and of male supremacy, while the
modern symbol is the arch, typical of the
union and egquality of the sexea. The wom-
en of old, the monument peried, wers but

siaves and pilaythings, while to-day, the
arch periad, the hand that rocks the eradle
rules the world. Our monumental tribute
started ont to assist in the immoralization
of ludiana’s defenders from the savages
and results of secession. Lidoot Indiana’s
women have a share in that great and
glorious work? Lid not her soldiers’ moth-
ers, wives daughters, sisterand sweethearts
participate 1n that struggle, ana at greater
menial cost and physical seli-denial than
did the men? Aund shall they not be bhoa-
ored in and by the monunment, too! This
raises & guestion for the ideal and practical
artists to decide—can an arch be built now
at the summit capable of sapporting the
much-orisicized status desigoned as the
erowning prece! If they decide it cannot
be done | am in favor of finishing the top
of the monument in the form of an arch,
leaving ofl- that statue, so that we can
thas testify to the ages that the men of
Indiana thus early appreciated the services
of their women and gave them egual p ince
by their sides in war and conguest as well
as io defeat and bonc?."
-l e

There bas always been a superstitions

terror among & larger portion of colored

people of being delivered over to the
dissecting table, They |Delieve that

it their bodies are muotilated
in that manner, even after they are cold in
death, 1t portends some great disaster in
the other world, and the greatest grief re-
sults among the friends of some luckless

person who 18 80 disposed of,

There is a colored man who drives a de-
livery wagon for a certain large house whe
Iives in mortal terror of Lis lite. It hap-
peus that he bas to load and unload his
goods immediately uonder the office of an
eminent surgeon, who has a half
dozen or more of students workiog
with him all of the time, Of these students
thedarky has the most absolnte horror.
Ope of them happened to brush againss
him ome day, and, when he saw who 1t was,
be actually shivered in his boots. He said,
and his weth rattied as the words came
out:

“Go'long 'way from me. | knows what
you'se sl want. Youse medical students,
an' wanta ferto cut me up. De boss doe-
tabh apstairs toie me »0,”

One of the students hasa brother who
®escmbles hiw closely, and cue day tue

—

boards as a waste of time without com-
mensurate pleasare,

I would far rather go to the theater,”
gard he.

“Yes,” said she, with o toss of the bead,
“but the most of the boys in my set seem o
thiok it is a sin to go to the theater. Th ey
never say anything about it.”

A knot of people were telling stories
about Christmnas vresents a few days ago.
There wers those who ocould remember
when there were few presents, and others
who told of the growth of the custom to
its present proportions, which means tem-
porary bankruptcy for many the first
month of the year. Finally, one elderly
person, who had a reputation for that sort

of economiocs known as skinflint, zold of
the first Christmas present he made his

wife, long since dead, fortunate sonl. "My
wife,” said he, “wanted me to get someo-
thin’ for her to be hung on the Christmgs
treo at the charch. 1 told her it was non-
sense, but she spoke of it several times, and
1 decided to get somethin’., Then we wore
long-legged boots that came off dreadful
hard. It was often a tug to get one off.
I went to town, and I deelare I saw a
Rar.ent bootjack, costing a quarter.: ] final-

y got one for20 centsand 1 had it bung on
the Christmas tree as a present for my
wife.,” *“Bat she had no use forit,” said a
listener. *“Nogbut I had; and then it was
painted red and looked realnice hangin’
on the wall. But the church was full of

vople who were foois., and tshey

ughed entirely regardless of the
sacred place they were in” *|
would have broke your head with 1t,” said
an emphatic miss, “if I bad been your wife.”
“No you wonldu't,” said snother, “his ia
one of the heads that nothing in thia world
can break, sxcept a stone-crusher.,” *“Yonu
may laugh all you wanter, but [ bave that
boot-jack now. and I never use it byt what
I think of my departed Amanda. 1 wear
long-legged boots now.”

There is an old u:::; of a man who ross

up in an assemblage of his fellow-citizens
and with a missile in his raised hand re-

marked, threateningly, I am going to hit
the fellow who told that whopving lie to-

day.” And thereat every man present
ducked his head. This story is suggested
by the consequences following the publica-

tion in the Journal of two weeks agoof a
Jittie i1ncident which had ocourred the
previoas Sunday inoneof thecity churchea.
It was, in DUrief, an account of the
rude treatment received by two
strangers from & pew-holder into
whose seat they had been shown by the
uaher. The eharch where the aflair hap-
pened was not mentioned, but, as since ap-
pears, readers of the paper promptiy
located 1t. One good bLrother, 1n a ¢hurch
not far from University square, was so sure
that ke know where the blame lay that he
called his pastor's attention to the
story, and  that gentleman, on last
Sanday morning., prefaced bhis ser-
mon with a rebuke to his congre-
gation for its unchriftian conduct that
turned its innocent earsred. In each of
three other ohurehes in sight of University
square, members Lave aisonssed this mas.
ter snd have fixed the blame upon a cer-
tain siater. Other congregations are voet
to hear from. Ip relating the incident the
Jourunal aimed at but one offender, but its
success in bowling down balf a dozen at
once not only proves anew 1t Keenness
and accuracy, but proves ssveral things
less admirable in regard to the manners of
the sanctuary, Tbe Journal will continue
to keep 1ts eye on the churches.

—

.

A gentleman of this city who recently
went on & hunting execursion to Hrown
county was astonished at the primitive
character of the counsry and people. He
saw numbers of men dressed in an outland-

ish garment made of striped bed-ticking, *

the garment being & sert of overall, shirt
and pantaloons. all of one piece. Most of
the men he met were barefooted, although

the weather was qnite eold. Ox teams are
conunon, and *““Woa, baw, Buck,” and
“Gee, Brindle.” in the drawling tone of the
native bull-puncher. greeted the ear cen-
stantly. One day the banter came across a
schiovl-nouse, and entering 1t, found the
sohool in charge of a youth about nineteen
yoars old. while among the pupils was a
man of forty-tive sitting, barefooted, with
a s'ate betore him, trving to learn to write.

The peaple seemed to know next tonothing |

of the outside worid, and lookea on an lu-
dianapolis man with wonder and awe. Yet
he iound them honeat, good-hearted and
hospitable. t'he party this gentleman was
with bagged plenty of birds and kijled
something less thau & cart-load of rabbits,
I'he natives said there were four or five
deer 1n the county, and wild turkeys in
the sontbern part. The great obstacle 1o

bunting s the density of the forests and
undergrowth.
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